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ONE PAV, HE WA5 I PUNG Ab USUAL UNDER A TREE WHEN — 


RAMAN OF TENALI 


LONG LONG AGO, WHEN KR/SHNA 
PEUA RAYA RULED DUER UAJAYA - 
NAGARA, THERE DUED IN THE 
UILLAGE OF TENALI A POOR LAD 
CALLED RANJAL/NGAM . HIS 
FATHER WA3 DEAD AND YET HE 
DID LtTTLE FOR H/S MOTHER. 


HEVjVOUNQ /VIANl 
AREN’T VOU ASHAM ED 
OF VOURSELF? 

WA STING VOUR TIME 
HERE WHILE ALL THE 
OTHERS ARE BUSV 
IN THE FIELD5 ? 

WHV AREN'T VOU 
AT WORK TOO ? 
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omar chitrq Katha 


IT WA5 A UE RUT THE SAPHU &EUEVED WM..HE FELT SORR'i FOR THE YOUTH, 


IF THAT 15 S O, l’LL 
TEACH V OU A MANTRA' 
TO INVOKE THE 

goddess mahakali. 

WHEN 5HE APPEARS, 
ASK HER TO BLE 55 / 
y OU WITH GOOD / 
HEALTH. S 


r l’LL LEARN 
THE MANTRA ALL 
RIGHT—BUT ITb 
PLENTV OF FOOD 
l’LL ASK FOR.TH ATT 
IS THE' BL ESSI NG 
L I NEED. a 



THFT NIGHT, MUTTEFIN& THE 
MANTRA TO H/MSELF, FAMAN 
FAN TO THE TEMPLE. 


BEJNG CLEVER, RAMAUNGAM OR FAMAN AS 
HE INA S KNOWN, SOON LEAFNT THE MANTRA 


G OOP! NOW GO TO THE 
TEMPLE TONIGHT.9IT BEFORE 
THE IDOL AND REPEAT THE 
MANTRA A HUNDRED THOUSAND 
TIMES. THE G0DDES5 WILL 
THEN APPEAR- 


* CHANT 
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RAMAN OF 


HE CL05ED THE DOOR AND BEGAN 
REPEATING THE MANTRA- 



TENALI 


AFTER HE HAD PONE 50 FOR THE 
HUNDRED THOUSANDTH 77ME — 




































































































✓ HO! HOI FORGIVE ME, 
soppeSS ! BUT COULD 

NOT STOP THIS ONE NOSE 
WHEN I HAP CAUSHT A 

cold . what would yøu 

OO, I WONDERED, 1F VOUR 
THOUSANP NOSES RAN ! . 


amor cHH ra katha 


THE GODDE&S MS FURIOUS AT THIS 
IRREVERENCE. 



ffh THB GODDESS COULD NOT HELP BElHEj 


■■■ rr CERTAINLV WOULD BE 
FUNNV IF MH TW O HAND5 WERE 
TO BffTTLE IN VAIN WfTH MY J 
. ^ THOUSANP NOSES ! 









































HAMAN OF TENAU 



HA! HA! HA !VOU CCXJLDN'T HAVE 
PONE BETTER , O GODDESS. 
VI-KA-TA-KA-VI REAPS THE 


SAME BOTH WAVS;A RftLINDROME ! 
HA!HA!HA! VOU COULDN'T HAVE 




* JE5TIN6 POET 
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BECAUSE WEALTH 
15 SELPOM ATTA1NED 
BV PLEASANT 
. MEAN5 ■ 'Å 


r THI5 SOLDEN CUP 
CONTAINS THE 5WEET 
WILK OF LEARNING... 


...AND THIS 
DIAMOND - STUDDED 
ONE-THE SOUR 
CURD5 OF WEALTH 


WHV IS THE 
GIFT OF WEALTH 
OFFERED IN THE 
FORM OF OIRDS? 


chrtra katha 






































































RAMAN OF TEN AU 


RAMAN MS QUIET FOR A MOMENT. 7 HEN— 


O GODDESS, MOW 
CAN I CHØOSE 
WITHOUT FIRST 
TA5TIN6 BOTH? 


WITHOUT THIN KING f THE 
GODPBSS HELP OUT THE CUPS. 



SEFORE 5HE KNEW WHAT 
WAS HAPPENING , RAMAN GUL PEP 
DOWN THE CONTENTS OF BOTH 
CUPS . 



TOO LATE, THE GOODESS REAL/SEP SHE HAD 
&EEN TRICKED ■ SHE WAS FURIOUS • BUT 
RAMAN ØOUIED HUM BLY SEFORE HER. 


O GODPESS, FORGIVE 
/VIE.AS VOU KNOW,TH£ 
ONE WITHOUT THE 
OTHER WOULD BE 
USELESS TO ME. 

I HAD TO HAVE 
BOTH. 
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amar chitra katha 



Bi THEN THE GOODE SS HAP CALMEP DOWN 
AND SNE D/D NOT F/ND !T D/FF/CULT TO 

FORGIVE H/M . BUT — p>- 

maM) I- [1/ WOW TMAT VOU 

/have BOTH GIFTS,YOU 
jpSgW/ SHALL BE WITTV AND 

I WEALTMV; BUT VOUR. 

PR06PE r| TY will 
«UUDI \ ALSO BRINQ * OLi 
Mr I JEALOUS ENEMES. , 



QLHTE PLEASED MTH H/MSELF, FAMAN TUF NED HOME U/ARPS. 


I WENT TO ASK HER FOR 
FOOD BUT RETURN MTH 
HER MOST FRECIOU6 . 
BOONS* l’M LUCKYlJ 












































































RAMAN OF TENALI 





THE NEXT PAT WHEN HE SPORE OP IT TO 
H/S FR/ENPS — 

ARE VOU T THE PALACE 
MAD, 15 NO PLACE 
RAMAN ? 1 FOR RUSTICS. 


THOSE HEFTV 
GUARDS AT THE 
GATES WILL 

throw vou 

^ OUT. ^ 


RAMAN SPENT H/S PATS WONDER1NQ 
HOW TO QET A PATRON. THEN 
SUDDENLT , ONE PAT 

WHAT’6 ALL 
THE 

COMMOTION 
ABOUT P 


RAMAN mS OVERUOVED 


I KNEW IT WOULD 
HAPPEN. I KNEW 
LUCK WOULD CDME 
MY WAV. 


\ DON'T VOU KNOW f THE 
] RAdGURU* HAS COME 
/FROM VIJAYANAGARA TO 
'WORSHIP AT THE A 

SHRINE OF MANGALA - 0/j 
. GIRI. S 


T*. 


RAMAN KNEW WHAT THEV HAD SA/D 
WA5 TRUE BUT HE WAS NOT 
DETERRED. 


J I MUST GO TO ' 
VIJflYANA&ARA.ONCE 
THERE, I AM SURE 
TO FIND A WAV OUT 
BUT LET ME FIRST 
FIND A PATRON IN 

^ i/ijawnagara. r 


9 


* KING'S GURU 
















































RAMAN FOLLOWED THE RM~ 
GURU TO THE SHRJNE. 





7 ALL RIGHT, > 
' \ AM ON MY WAV 
TO THE RIVER TO 
BATHE. YOU MAY 
CARRY MY TOWEL 
L FOR ME. A 


qmgp cKitra kat ha 


WHEN RAMAN 
TOLD Htffl — 


WHY NOT MAKE 
USE OF THE 
IGNORANT VILLAGEj 
EHJMPKIN ? 



to 







































RAMAN OF TENAU 



l'LL BECOME 
THE COURT 
JESTER, 

V SIR. J 


IMPERTINENT FOOL! 1 

do vou think rr IS 

SO EASV TO ENTER 
■v THE COURT? j 


ALL RIGHT, 
YOU MAY 
COME TO 
VI JAVA NAG ARA 
AND WE’LL 
, SEE. J 



BEUEV/NG THAT HE HAP FOUND 
HiMSELF A PATRON , A FEW DAVS 
LATER , ALONQ W/TH H/S OLD 
MOTHER AND H/S VOUNG W/FE, 
RAMAN ARR/VED AT VUAVANAGARA 

l’LL GO TO SEE THE 
RAdGURU TOMORROVV. 

I SHOULP HAVE NO 
PIFFICULTY IN FINP¬ 
ING THE HOUSE OF 
SUCH AN IMPORTANT 
PERSON. 



EARLV NEXT MOPNING, HE MENT TO THE RAdGURU’S 
HOUSE . HE STOOP BEFORE /T IN AWE . 


IF THE RAdGURU 
CAN UVE IN SUCH 
A MANSION, HOW 
RICH HE MUST BE 
AND HOW MUCH 
RICHER THE KING ! 





















































amar chitra katha 



MEANWHILE, THE RAdåURU HAD SEEN 
RAMAN FROM ONE OF Hl & WINDOWS. 


WHV ! THE FOOL 
HAS INDEED 
. COME I 




BEFORE RAM AN KNEW WHAT WAS HAPPENING, HE WAS OUT ON THE STREET- 


SCOUNDRÉLWOCJ 
WOULD ATTEMPT 
TO SNEAK INTO 
THE RAJQURU’S 
y HOUSE, WOULO 
\ VOM I ^ 


7 B-BUT HE ^ 
ASKED ME TO 
COME SA1D 
HE WOULO 
. HELP ME-” Å 




































































RAMAN OF TENALI 



A CRESTFALLEN RAMAN SPENT THE NEÅT FEW PAYS WANDER- 
iNQ AtMLESSLV ABOUT THE C/Ty. THEN EARLY ONE MOPNING 
AS HE PASSED BY THE TUNGABHADRA RIVER — |- 


WHV,IF IT ISN'T THE 
RAJ3URU ABOUT TO GO 
IN FOR HIS BATH ! 



HE’S LEFT HIS 
CLOTHES ON 
THE BANK \ 



THE NEKT MOMENT, RAMAN PARTED 

FORWARD- 




























































amar chif ra katha 



tt/å BATtt OVER, THE RAJGURU TURNEO 
ANP REACHED OUT FOR tt/å CLOTNE5 . 




WH-WHERE ARE MV 
CLOTHES ? l'P LEFT 
THE« RIGHT MERE. 
WHERE COULD THEY 
HAVE DISAPPEARED? 




THE RAd GURU HAD TO AGREE 


THE FELLOW MUST BE MAD ! 
BUT l'LL HflUE 70 HUMOUR 
HIM OR CflTTCH MV DEATH 
L IN THIS ICY WATER. - 
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RAMAN OF TEN ALI 



AS SOON AS THE PRIEST WAS DRESSED, 
RAMAN fiO/STED HIMSELF ONTO fi/S 
SHOULPERS- y _— 




l’M READY. 
COME LET’5 60- 
l'D LIKE TO RIDE 



THE PR/EST BEG AN WALKiNQ AND 
THE'i SOON APPROACH ED THE 
PALACE. 



THE RING WAS OUT ON THE TER RACE, ENUOY/NG 
THE MORN I Nå A/R- SUPPEN ET — p -^ 

WH-WHffT’S THAT ! HO! 
L^PSr ,T CANNOT BE ! WMICH 
mSt SELF-RESPECTING MAN 

Mt W—jSyL WOULD CARRY ANOTHER 

m JLM. flttBi ¥ ON HIS BACK ? J 


























































HE SLID DOWN THE 
RAdGURU’S BACK AND 


HE'S &OUND TO 
SEND HIS GUARDS 
OUT. I MUST SE 
SI QUICK ! 


' RESPECTED SIR, 

I HAVE TRIED YOU ENOUGH 
YOU ARE TRULY A HOLV 
ONE. I SHALL SERVE Y OU 
HUMBLY FOR THE REST OF 
MY LIFE. LET ME BEGIN 
. SY CARRYING YOU HOME. 
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RAMAN OF TENAL1 



BEFORE 7 TiE RAdåURU COULO PROTEST, 

RAMAN NO/STED N/M ON N/S i- 

SNOULDERS ... i-' 

-.—I 




MEANWN/LE, THE R/NO HAD 
SUMMONED HIS GUARDS. 

THERE 15 A MAN 
RIDING ON MY EXALTED 
GURU’S SNOULDERS. 

I SMELL MISCHIEF.DRAG 
TNE FELLOW DOWN, 
GIVE HIM A SOUND 
TNRASHING AND 
LEAD THE GURU 


THE GUARDS HAD 8EEN APPO/NTED ONLV 
THE PREV/OUS EVEN/NG AND TH/S MAS 
THE/R F/RST ASS/GNMENT- THEV WERE 

EAGER TO MARE IT A THOROUGH |- 

SUCCESS ■ | - 
























































amar cHit rakatha 




AND ADDRESSED RAM AN IN 7ME MOST RESPECTFUL TERMS. 




O HOLV ONEjTHE 
5C0UNDREL HA5 
5EEN DE ALT WITH. 
HIS WAJE5TV HAS 

reqciested vou 

TO PERMIT CJS TO 
iSCORT iOU TO 
HIM. s 

























































SOON RAMPiN STOOD SEFORE. THE KING 


rr’S HAPPENED.I AM 
IN THE COU RT OF 
THE GREflT KIN<3 — 
AND ! MEAN TO 
5TAV HERE J 

l FOREVER. Ja 



VOU ARE NOT 
MV GURU.WHO 
ARE VOU? 


I AM RAMAN 
OF TENALI, 
VOUR 
MAJEsry. 



VOUR MAJESTy. BUT 
THE GURU HAS MET 
WITH THE FATE HE 
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amar c Ntra kat ha 


BUT THE K/NG TOOK AN IMMED/ATE 
UK/NGt TO THE BOLD, FRANK , i-tt-i 
FEARL £SS«MWp===il 

Y NO.MWIN.WO HAVE 
/ PONE NO WRONfi. MY 
' COU RT COULD DO WITH 
MEN LIKE TOU. FROM 
\ : l TMI5 VERV MOMENT 

k \ \ | APPOINT HOU MV 

• \ - Vcodrt VESTER i but... 


AND RAMAN TOLD THE K/NG ALL 
ABOUT H/3 ENCOUNTER IMTH 
THE GURU. THEN — l- 


IF VOUR MAJE6TV 
DEEM6 fT FIT TO 
PUNISH ME.I'LL 
TAKE THE 
. PUNISHMENT. 




TAKE THIS. BUT 
VOURSELF A HOUSE 
IN VUAYANAGARA 
AND SET UP A 
K HOME- > 


I AM HONOURED. 
VOUR MAJE5TY. 


THE K/NG THEN D/PPED INTO H/5 CUMMERBUND 
AND FISHED OUT A BAG OF GOLD CO/NS. 


20 











































































SAMAN OF TENALI 




ANKtOUS TO PLEASE THE K/NG,RAMAN 
LEFT HOME EARLY EACH MORN/NO AND 
RETURNED LATE AT N/GHT. AS HE IVAS 
RETURN/NØ HOME ONE MOONUT N/GHT— 


7 | HAVE NOT YET 

FOUND TIME TO WATER 
MV FIELDS THIS WEEK 
tomorrow I must... 


RAMAN COULD HARDLY 
BEL IE VE H/5 LUCK. 


MY AGED MOTHER /'HD 
MY GOOD WIFE WILL BE 
HAPPY WATCHIN6 ME 
PRO&PER UNDER THE 
PATRON AGE OF THE 
GREAT KING.A GREAT 
PAY INDEED! 


THUS P/D RAMAN OF TENAL/ 
ENTER THE COURT OF THE 
GREAT K/NG OF V/JAYANAQARA. 



TWO DARK FIGURES, LURK/NG IN THE 


SUDDENLY HE ST!FFEN ED 
SHADOWSj HAD CAUGHT H/S ATTENTION 


THIEVESJ THEV 
don’t KNOW l'VE 

SEEN THEM. WELLj 
WELL! WELL! 








































amar chif ra katha 



TO HER SURPRISE, RAMAN RAISED HIS 
VØtCE AND ALMOST SHOUTED AT HER- 




PUT ALL OUR d£W&LLERYj 
SILUERWARE AND MØ NEV 
INTØ A TRUNK AND l'LL 
THROW IT INTO THE 
WELL. NØ THIEF WILL 
v EVER FIND IT. 


i don’t even 

LATCH THE 
DØØR TILL 
WE 6LEEP- 



HA!HA! 
THAT'6 
WHAT VØU 
THINK. 





























































































RAMAN OF TENALI 



THEN RAMAN STEPPED CLOSER TO 
HIS W/FE. |- 

THERE ARE 1 WO 
THIEVES OUT SI DE. 

| WANT TO DUPE 
THEM. F1LL THAT 
TRUNK. W1TH SOME 
THING HEAW. 



raman's w/fe was qu/ck to 

UNDERSTAND . i- 7 - 


THIS GRINDING- 
STONE SHCXJLD 
BE IDEAL. 



...AND THREW IT iN,MAK!NG AS 
LOUD A SPLASH AS HE OOULD. 


RAMAN DRAGGED THE TRUNK TO THE 
WELL . . 


NOW FOR A GOOD 
NIGHT'S SLEEP- 


A L/TTLE LATER, WHEN THE LAMPS WERE BLOWN OUT IN THE 


THEVVE SONE TO 
BED. IT’S 5AFE TO 
COME OUT. LET’S 
<3ET TO WORK. A 



WRajÆ \ 

Irøj 

mm 

































































amar chifra kat ha 


THE FOOUSH TH/EUE5 BEGAN TO DRAIN 
THE WELL. 



A L/TTLE BEFORE DAWN, RAMAN SAW 
THAT H/5 F/ELP5 HAP HAP ALL THE WATER 



















































RAMAN OF TENAU 



HE WENT 70 THE WELL 


THANK VOU,MY 
GOOD MEN . V OU 
HAVE DONE A 
FINE VOB! 


ha!ha!ha!watch 

THEM RUN! 


AND RAN FOR THE/R LIl/ES 




















































o mor chifret kqtha 



HA! HA r HA I NOT ONLV 
DID SOLÅ OUTIVIT THE 
THIEVES BUT yOU MADE 
THEM WORK FOR yOU« 
HA! HA f y OU ARE A 

RoauE,iF i Ve met 

V ONE - HA ! HA! HA 1 / 


AND HE GAVE TENAL f A BAG OF GOLD 
FOR P/VERT/NG N/5 CARE-LADEN 
MtND IV/TH THE AM USIN G TALE. 


LATER AT COURT, WHEN RAMAN TOLO THE 
K/NG ABOUT H/5 NOCTURNAL ADVENTURE- 


AS THE DAVS WENTBS, THE K/NGFOUND 
RAMAN MORE AND MORE /ND/SPEN- 
SABLE AND ALL AT COURT BEGAN 
INONDER/NG HOW LONG RAMAN'S 
LL/CK INOULD LAST. 

WHy HE EVEN 
DARE5 TO MAKE 
THE KING THE 
BUTT OF HIS 
jokes! 



A FEW MONTHS APTER RAMAN HAD COME TO COURT, THE K/NG AND 
H/S QUEEN IRERE ABOUT TO U/EW A SPEC/AL PERF ORMANCE BY 
A KR/SHNALEELA*TROUPE. 



A SPEC/AL GUARD 
IRAS POSTED AT THE 
MA/N GATE OF THE 
PALACE ANDANOTHER 
AT THE DOOR TO 
THE HALL - 


* PLAT S BASED ON KR/SHNA’5 LIFE 











































































































RAMAN OF TENALI 



THERE 16 SOMETHING 
SPECIAL GOING ON AND 
I HAVE NOT BEEN INVITEP, 
I MUST SEE WHAT IT IS \ 


MEANWHiLE KAM AN CAME TO THE PALACE 
AND INA S A&OUT TO MALK IN AS USUAL, 


RAMAN’S CURIOSITV WAS AROUSED. 







6UARDS. 


THE REWARD 
MUST BE A BAG 


HE TURNED TO THE 


BUT I MUST SEE 
THE KING-HE HAS 
PROM ISED ME A 
REVVARD AND 
HAS ASKED ME 
70 SEE HIM. 
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THAT ms EXACTLH WHAT THE 


o mor c hi tra kath a 

WHEN HE REACHED THE DOOR. 



YOU MAV GO IN, THEN 
BUT REMEMBER— 
HALF OF WHAT YOU 
. SET IS FOR ME. . 


l'D BETTER RUN 
]N BEFORE HE 
, CHANGES HIS 
^ MINP !^—-< 


GU ARD WANTED TO HEAR. 



PLEASE DON’T STOP 
ME. THE KING HAS 
SENT FOR ME TO 
COLLECT A 
K. REWARD. y 


TO THE AUDtENCE HALL — 


STOP! VOU 
MAY NOT 
ENTER. 



ALL RIGHT. BUT 
DON’T FORGET... 
HALF OF WHAT 
THE KING GIVES 
^ VOU... 


LET ME ENTER 
AND l’LL GIVE 
VOU HALF OF 
WHAT THE KING 
GIVES ME. 


REWARD? 


... 15 
YOURS! 













































































RAMAN RUSHED INTO THE HALL 


OM ! SO THIS WAS 
IT. I MU5T THINK 
FAST. THE GtiARPS 
ARE WAITING FOR. 
HALF OF WHAT 
THE RING GIVES . 
ME. Jk 


...AND PICKINQ UP A 
STICK ... 1- 


MERCy 



















































































amar chrtra katha 


RAMANfSTOP IT! 
HAVE V OU SONE 
MA D ? HOW 
PARE WOU 
DI6TURB THE 
PERFORMANCE. 


HE TURNED 70 HIS ATTENDANTS. 




VOU HAVE GONE A BIT TOO 
FAR, RAMAN • VOU SHALL 
RECEIVE A HUNDRED 
LA5HES FOR THIS J 
\1MPUPENCE. -■— 


LA5HES 


WHEN RAMAN HAS DRAGGED BEFORE H/M — 


AS AH ATTEHDAN7 RAISEP 7HE WH/P—\ 

PLEASE WAIT, VOUR 
MAJE5TV.I HAVE TWO 
FRIENDS OUTSIDE WHO 
WANT TO SHARE THE 



RAM AH WWSPERED SOMETH/NG 
!NTO THE ATTENDANT'S EAR. 


THE RING WAS ASTONISHED 


WHO ARE THE5E 
FOOLS ? HAVE 
THEM BROUGHT 
V IN. 


































































































RAMAN OF TENALl 



THE ATTENDE)NT RETURNED MTH 

the tino au ards* ry - y=F, 


NN QUARDSfWHAT 
IS THE MEANING OF 
THIS, RAMAN ? DO 
VOU WANT TO BE 
^ BEHEAPED? j 





!AM HONOUR 
BCUND TO SHARE 
W1TH THEM 
WHAT 'iOU WISH 
. TO GIVE ME. , 


AND HE TOLD THE KtNG HOW HE HAD 
GAtNED ENTRY INTO THE PALACE AND 
THE AUD/ENCE HALL . L'/MM 



THE KIN6 WAS AT ONCE ANQRV AND 
AMUSED* ANGRV WITH THE 
DISHONEST GUARDS AND AMUSED 



GIVE THEM FIFTV 
LA5HES EACH AND 
PISMISS THEM. 


HE TURNED TO THE ATTENDANTS. 



THEN HE TURNED TO RAMAN 

I AM GRATERJLTO YOU, 
RAMAN, FOR EX PO SI NG 
l THESE ROGUES.yOO 
SHALL RECEIVE 
[a bagofgolp 

YØUR EF FORTS 


THUS DID RAMAN EARN AS 
USUAL,NOT ONLY THE 
KING’S FORGIVENESS 
BUT ALSO A REWARD ■ 































































































